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Isn’t it funny how, even though we probably would not admit it, we 
are more likely to think about how our ‘entertainment beverages’ are 
kept than the medications in the home or barn.  I, myself, do not mind 
if my beer or soda is a little warm but I know I am certainly the minor-
ity!! 
 
Proper storage of medications is nec-
essary from two important angles- 
safety and stability/efficacy. 
 
Safety 
All medications should be kept in a 
cabinet or refrigerator away from 
children, especially those under five 
years of age.  Tablets and capsules 
come in lots of attractive colors and 
can easily be mistaken for candy.  
Unfortunately, we often perpetuate 
the candy analogy to get a child to 
take medications, so we cannot really 
blame them for trying to get to the 
‘pretty pills’.  Drugs sold in bulk bot-
tles are not required to be in ‘child resistant’ packaging, so it stands to 
reason that more care should be taken in keeping them out of reach.  
Our clinic provides specifically prescribed smaller amounts in the afore-
mentioned containers. 
 
If you have an emergency where pills, solutions, etc, have been ingested 
by a child, employee or pet, you would call the following: 
 National Poison Control Center – 800-222-1222 
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 Animal Poison Control Center – 888-426-4435 
Your nearest hospital emergency room number is also a good one to 
have alongside these in your barn or home. 
Stability/Efficacy 
The majority of medications, etc, have storage instructions on the out-
side of the container.  It is important to follow these directions so the 
stability of the product is maintained, thus allowing it to work prop-
erly.  If you receive a drug made by a different manufacturer, it is wise 
to check the label as manufacturers can vary in their storage recom-
mendations.  Because the summers in Florida are hot, we like to keep 
products like Adequan in a refrigerator (efficacy unaffected) but a cool 
tack-room will suffice. 
 
Expiration dates 
These dates should be observed as much as possible.  If you have sev-

eral containers of the same 
medication, it is a good practice 
to rotate them on a regular ba-
sis, using up the oldest first.  
This will help in reducing the 
possibility of it expiring before 
you get to the end of the bottle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘There is something 
about the outside of 
a horse that is good 
for the inside of a 
man’ 
Winston Churchill 
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